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Amendment Bill .. .. .. ..
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system ... .. .. .. ..

Railways arbitration, payments to M!;. Aloek
Stt Sasomls, sal.e . .. . .
Parliamentary Officials, salaries .. ..
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retorned .. .. .. .. ..
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The SPEAKER took the Clii at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION-MR. ROBIN.
SON AN]) LAND ACT AMENDMENT

BILL.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [4.33]: 1 ask
leave td msake a personal explanation in con-
nection with the statements made in regard
to myself yesterday afternoon by the leader
of the Opposition. I was not in the House
yesterday afternoon, and did not know what
the leader of the Opposition had said until
I read it in tile newspaper this morning. I
dlid reply Onl the Land Act Amendment Bill,
but T was not aware that he had made a
personal charge against myself. The charge
amotunts to tile fact that I was interested in
putting a Bill through the House because I
was connected wvith certain pastoral leases,
and also by reason of the fact that my firm
acted as solicitors for Mr. Butcher. I wish
to say first of. all that I have no interest in
any pastoral lease in Western Auistralia, and
never have had.

Hon,. P. Collier: I did not assert that you
had.

Mfr. ROBINSON: There was an inference
to that effect. Further, so one connected witb
me has any interest in any pastoral lease.
Thirdly, neither I, my firm, nor any member
of it, has ever acted for Mr. Butcher. Tllere
is a further inference in connection with
companies that have been formed from time
to time in consnection with that Statute. If
tine hton. member wants to know who the
solicitors are in connection with the flota-
tion of those companies, a search in the
omupaniesi' Office at the Suprettie Court wll~

sliselos) their lanies to hIl0.

Hlon. P. COLLIER (Boulder)
explanation of the incident, may
however tine report in the Press

[4.35]: in
I say that
appears, I

think that those hon. members who were pre-
scat in the House when I spoke will bear
me out when I say that no charge against
the ho,,. member was made by me, and that
no inference to that effect can be drawnx from
toy- remarks, nor did I suggest that the hon.
mnember was in any way himself interested in
pastoral leases. I did say that I believed,
or that I understood, that the bon. member's
firm were solicitors for INr. Butcher. Now
that hie has stated that I was inqorrect, I
wish to say that I am very sorry I made the
statement. I was under the impression, and
had been informed that it was so, that this
was the ease, and I regret having made that
assertion. No other inference regarding the
lhon., member dlid I make in my remarks.

Mr. Robinson: I thank the hon. member.

QUESTION-ARBITRATION COURT,
ISPECTION OF RAILWAY SYSTEM.
Mr. JONES (for Mr. IWilleock) asked the

Attorney General: 1, On whose authority was
the Solicitor General asked for an opinion
respecting the right of any member of the
Arbitration Court to inspect any portion of
the State railway system in connection with
the hearing of a ease before the courtt 2, Is
he aware that interference with the right of
the workers' representative to inspect what
he deemned necessary to see imay have easily
led to serious industrial trouble?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
Mr. Alcoek, representing the Commissioner
of Railways, asked the Solicitor General for
an opinion on the interpretation of Section
67 of the Industrial Arbitration Act. No
uninistcrisal authority was sought or necessary.
2, No. If the workers' representative had
complied with the provisions of the Act, See-
tion 66 (Subsections xii., xiii., and xiv.) and
Seeton 67, and had obtained a direction from
the Court as provided by the Act, no diffi-
culty would have arisen. I understand no
such direction was- obtained, and cease-
qucntly there was no interference with the
right of the workers' -representative.

QUESTION-RATLWAY
CASE.

A.RJ3TRATTOM

Payment to Mr. Alcoek.

Mr. JONES (for Mr. Willeock) asked the
iiister for Railways: 1, What remmnera-

tiont has 'Mr. W. W. Alcoek received as Arbi-
trationl Court agent for the Commissioner
of Railways since 1st Mfay, 1919? 2, On
wh~at basis was he paid? 3, What annount
was paid en account of officers of time Rail-
way Department detailed to assist Mvr. Al-
cock in connectioln with the recent arbitra-
tiom, case between the Conmmissioner of Rail-
ways and the venious unions?

The MJNISTER FOR RA ELWAYS re-
plied: 1, From 1st -May, I9l9 to 511st Octo-
ber, 1919, £246 I5s. 2, £3 3s. per day, ox-
cept thnat for the first day) ini Court hie re-
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cived £5 .5s. per day and for the next four
days £4 4s. per day. 3, Officers of the Ic-
partinent. were paid their ordinary salaries
and received no special payment.

QUJESTION--STATE TRADING CON-
CERNS.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Minister for
Works: As the sale of the State Sawmills
hias not been effected, is it his intention to
receive and consider offers for the purchase
of the sawmills or any of the State enter-
prises in the future?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
If offers for purchase are recived, they must
he considered and reported to Parliament.

QUESTION-PARLIAMENTARY
OFFICIALS, SALARIES.

Mr. VE!RYARD Asked the Premier: I.,
S3eeing that he has supported the members
of the Assembly iu increasing their owni
salaries, chiefly for the reason of the high
cost of living, has he considered, for the
same reason, the need of increasing the
salaries of the Parliamentary officials? 2,
If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, The in-
crease in payinent of members was sup-
ported because the salary provided is in-
adequate owing to the unavoidable deduc-
tions dlue to expenses entailed by miembers'
duties, which leaves a small amount to live
upon. The hon. gentleman presumably sup-
ported this payment because hie neither spoke
nor voted nigninst the Bill. Increases to
Parliamentary officers is a matter for the
consideration of the House Committee.

QUESTION-CONSTITUT [ON ACT
AMENDMENT BILL, DIVISION.

Mr. lIA.RIWICX (without notice) asked
the Speaker: 1, Did the House divide on
the occasion of the passing of the third
reading of the Constitution Act Amnend-
inent Bill No. .3, on Priday, 21st November?
2, If so, why is the division not recorded iii
the ''Votesj and] Proceedings"~ and in
''Hansard"'?

Mr. SPEAKER replied: I cannot say thle
exact date on which the vote was taken, but
I do remember that before putting the ques-
tion to the fHouse T pointed out to honl.
ineibers that it needed an absolute majority
of incur hrs tn carry the second arid third
reading of a Bill to amend the constitution.
I put the question and there was ouc "'No."'
I thenr stated, in view of the fact that this
question needed an absolute majority to
carry it, I would divide the Honse. I ac-
cordingly divided the House. I he-
lie'-e there were .32 members on my
right and two on my left. It was
unnecessary to appoint tellers to certify to
the division, And I declared the third read-
iugx carried by an absolute majority. I

think that Majority was 32, Whereas only
26 was necessary. I antremember those
who 'tade up the 82, but I do remember
the two members vWho Were on my lef%
They were the member for Murchison (Mr.
Holman), who called, ''No," and who re-
mained on my left, and thre member for
Fremantic (Mr. Jones), who also remained
on mly left.

BILLS (7)-RETURNED PROM
THE COUNCHJ.

3, Ajana-Ceraldi Railway.
2, Sand drift.
3, Wyaleatehemi - Mt. Marshall Railway

Extension.
4, Prices Regulation.
5, Zoological Gardens Act Amendment.
6, Presbyterian Church Act Amendment.
7, Wickepin Racecourse.
Wyithouit amendment.

Sittin g sos pended from 4.40 to 11.j5 p.m.

81ILL--LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendment.
Returned from the Council with enI ame~nd-

uncut, which was now considered.

In Committee.
MNcr. Stubbs in tire Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
Tire CHAIRMAN: The Conil's auxend-

ament is as follows-
Add a clause to steed as Clause 5-

''Pastoral leases. 5. (1) After the coni-
nIencenrent Of this Act, no registered com-
pany, either local or foreign, shall be en-
titled to become a lessee of a pastoral
lease under Part X. of the principal Act.
(2) After the 31st day of December, 1921,
no such company shall be entitled to hold
a pastoral lease under this part of the
Act. Provided nevertheless that this see-
tiom shall not apply (a) to any such com-
pany which was registered prior to or held
a Jpatoral lease or leases on thre 28th F eb-
ruary, 191.7, and a shareholder therein shall
he deemed to he beneficially interested in
the lanid hield under pastoral lease by that

company to the extent only of any acreage
proportionate to his interest in the share
capital of the company; (b) to aniy such
compa ny which has declared its refusal to
accept a rieiv lease under Section .30 of the
Land Act Amendmnilt Act, 1917.1)
Thre PREJMIER: When We discussed this

clause the other night, it was generally
stated that the intention of the Act was
that no person should hold more than doe
mrillion acres in any orie division. It was
contended that in who held more than A,
million acres had formed comnpanics, and
transferred to such companies the balance
of their hoeldings. One man who held
I ,70(COOacs kept A million acres for 10im1
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self and transferred the balance to a corn-
pany, and the principal shareholder in the
cnipany was the manl who held the land
prior to the passing of the 1917 Act. Mem-
bers objected to that and the clause was
struck out of the Bill. I told the Comomitte
I would enforce all the powers conferred
upon me by the Land Act between now and
next session, when anl amending Bill would
be introduced. These powers are suffliitto
prevent any such happenings in the future.
This House agreed with me. I pointed out
hlow undesirable it was to amend the Act this
session and to have to amend it again next
session. No matter how wre amend the Act,
we damage security. While the intention of
Parliament will be given effect to, we should
have some regard for the fact that we can-
not year in awl year out amend this Act.
There are 240 million acres of pastoral leases
involved, and all dealings ia pastoral leases
will be affected by the constant alterations.
T. asked the Committee to agree to give time
to prepare a necessary amendment. We
brought one dlown and it was found to be not
perfect, and the House thought it better to

-defer consideration till next session. An-
ether place has made another amnend-
mucut which provides that no regis-
tered company shall be entitled to
become a lessee of a pastoral hold-
ing. Members there contend that no pastoral
land in this State should be worked by a
company. That is to say, all the pastoral
leases which have come into being since 1917
are to he wiped out, and no company in
future is to be registered. I do not knowv
biow the Council propose that the companies
should dispose of their holdings. I doubt if
the Committee will agree to this proposal. We
w-ant to have our land worked. If half a
dozen people with limited capital amalgamate
that capital in order that they may work a
lease of one million acres there is nothing to
prevent that, and there is every reason wVhy
we should welcome such a company. I cannot
understand hlow this ridiculous proposal ever
found favour in another place. In regard to
pastoral companies formed prior to the 28th
February, 1917, no great objection can be
taken to them, If a man held a one-tenth
share in one million acres ho would only hold
100,000 acres. The amendment is very im-
practicable, and I hope lion, members will re-
ject it. I will introduce a Bill early next ses-
sion dealing with the whole matter. I ask
hon. members to trust us to deal fairly by the
people and the State. The 191.7 Act provided,
amongst other things, that the rent was to be
assessed after classification of the holdings.
That classification will not be ready until this
]louse meets again. The rent to be fixed will
be a fair rental for the land held, The im-
provement clauses are also fairly drastic, If
a man holds more than one million acres at
present he must use it, and must pay its
value. Will hon. members say that no two
people are to combine and go upon a pastoral
lease in future? I move -

That the Council's amendment be not
agreed to.
(75)

Hon. T. WALKER: Unless I hear better
arguments advanced than those put forward
by the Premier against the acceptance of the
Council's amendment, I hope the Committee
will accept it. I have ao doubt as to the
good intentions of the Premier, and I believe
he is desirous of protecting the interests of
tile State.

The Premier: This will not do it.
Hon. T. WALKER: It will do it until we

can more thoroughly prepare effective legis-
lation to deal with the situation. The Pre-
mnier has asked us to accept that which is not
a remedly, and to trust him that next session
he will bring down a measure which will ad-
equately meet the situation. TPhe bon. mem-
ber may not be Premier next session. Many
things may prevent him from putting his
good intentions into practice and fulfilling
his promise. In the meantime the Conmmittee
must realise that large areas in the North-
West and in other parts of the State are
being gathered up by pastoral comntniies,
not altogether in the interests of Western
Australia or even of Australia: American
competition is already in existence. America
is taking advantage of the position and en-
deaivouring to secure a complete monopoly
ov-cr thle itmeat supplies. It may be that be-
tween now and next session we might have
our best areas alienated.

The Premier: They are locked uip.
Hou. 'T. WALKER: Not necessarily.

Comipanies iay be formned to work them, and
these big areas can get into the hands of
combined companies, not Australian comn-
panies or worked in the interests of Aus-
tralia, but directed by the Americans, who
are anxious to gain complete control of the
markets of the w orld us they affect the sup-
ply of meat. We are in the presence of an
imminent danger, end I am anxious that we
should walk carefully and cautiously about
legislation of this description.

The Premier: You do not want to runl a
steani roller over everybody just because one
or two people are likely to do something.

Hon. T. WALKER: No; but I want to
hear better arguments for allowing present
tendencies to continue unchecked. I am not
inventing sme prospective bogey. Already
in Australia our pastoral areas are becoming
the possessions of foreigners, if I may say
so-of people who owe no allegiance to the
Australian or the Britisb flag. Tile Premier
cannot deny that already the octopus is
spreading its tentacles over our North-West.
The hon. gentleman knows perfectly well that
American trusts are in our midst.

The Premier: I do not know it.
Hon. T. WALKER: In his calmer mo-

mnents, the Premier will admit his conscious-
ness of the existence here of those speculative
enterprises.

The Premier: I will admit that they de-
sire to get here.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes; they are nib-
bling. We cannot make our safeguards too
strong to keep themi out. I question whether
the rejection of this new clause would not
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enable them to gaia ground. The clause is
imperative as a safeguard.

The Premier: I do not think it is.
Mr. Pilkington: If the octoipus is here,

it can take out leases in the names of indi-
viduals just as wvell as in the name of a comn-
pany. A company can bold a million acres
and an individual can hold a million acres.

Ron. T. WALKER: Exactly. I, as one
controling the meat supply, could hold gov-
erning shares in ''A"l company, and in
''B" company, and in "C" company, and
so on. That is the position which is to be
dreaded.

Mr. Pilkington: The octopus could take
up leases just as easily under the new clause.

Hon. T'. Walker: I do not think so.
Mr. Pilkingtou: Will the new clause go

further than the clause which we rejected?
Hon. T, WALKER: Yes. The clause

which was rejected dlid not cover nearly the
ground that this clause covers. I hope the
Committee will hesitate before rejecting the
Council's amendment. Whichever course wre
take, we aie admittedly doing something that
is imperfect. We shall have to wait for
amending legislation in another session' Is
it better to do something now that may tend
to prevent the irowids of n foreign meat
mnonopoly?

The Premier: That is not the position.
Hon. T. WALKER: That is the danger

I d]read. Or is it better to let mnatters
proceed unchecked under the 1917 Act, pend-
ing the introduction of amending legislation
next session? In six months a great deal
can happen if the danger I fear is a real one.
The wise course is to accept the Council's
amendment as something tentative, pending
the realisation of the Premier's assurance
tihat next session he will place the matter be-
yond doubt by an amiending Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The argu-
ment advanced by the member for Kanowna
is the expression of an earnest desire that
the present state of things shall not be al-
lowved to continue. Yesterday the Committee
was discussing Clause 5, which related to
pastoral leases. That clause the member for
North-East Fremantle described as being
cle-arly exrressed. But, although it was
quite clearly expressed, one could not as-
sune that neccssarily there were not some
pitfalls in it, that necessarily there were no
circumstances unprovided for which might
defeat the object of the clause, and that
necessarily there were no circumstances
which might make the provision a hardship
to certain individuals. The Committee agreed
that generally speaking, there was sonie
merit in that clause. But a majority of the
Committeg also agreed that at this late
period of the session it was not advisable to
introduce a clause dealing with so important
a subject, because wve had not time to con-
sider all the aspects of the ease and to pro-
vide safeguards against possible evasion and
possible hardship. Hon. members will recol-
lect that when that objection was put for-
ward by the leader of the Opposition, the

Premier recognised the force of the argu-
meat that further timie should be allowed
for consideration, especially as the Bill had
only been circulated that afternoon. What
the Council's amendment means I do not
know. Certainly the drafting of it is extra-
ordinary, and no one would have sufficient
imiagination even vaguely to forecast its ef-
fect. By whomsoever drafted, it is incom-
prehensible. It starts off by making the ex-
traordinary provision that no comnpany shall
hold pastoral land at all. T7he second sub-
clause is equally swbceping and unreason-
able in its effects, and then follow ether sub-
clauses which are of very doubtful meaning
and uncertain effect. These facts, to my mind,
afford far stronger reason for throwing out
the Council's amendment at this stage, than
there was for deleting the original clause
5 in this House. Possibly the Council's
clause may have sonic merits discoverable
on close scrutiny, and any such meritorious
features, if found, will be embhodied in the
suhstantial measure to be submitted to Par-
lianent next session. The member for Ka-
nou'ua, who recognises the danger of passing
legislation of this kind at the eleventh hour-
and without proper consideration, puts for-
ward the plea that something must be done
in order to prevent the fornuaton of further
pastoral companies; and I appreciate the
force of his argument. The fact that noth-
ing has been done in that direction is not
the fault of this Chamber but is due to the
attitude adopted by another place, which re-
jected, practically without debate, an amend-
ineat offered by thu representative of the
Government in lien of the new clause we are
now discussing. The amendment merely
gives the Minister power %xhich he has now,
and it is put lorward more as an assurance
that the Government have a bona -fide desire
to do what is best for the State in conne-
tion with the administration of the Land
Act. After the clear expression of opinion
which has been given by lion. members, there
can be little doubt as to what Parliament
desires; it desires that any additional en-
couragemnent which might lie necessary-I do
not say that it in-in order to induce the
Minister in charge to take full advantago
of the powers conferred on him by the Land
Act, should be given.

Mr. Johnston: He cannot stop the transfer
of shares in companies.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is de-
sired that something should be done to pre-
veat land being transferred in larger areas
than was contemplated by the Act. Af ter
the expressions of opinion which have been
given, the Minister can undoubtedly say, "I
am not going to approve of a transfer,''
and there is no power on earth that can force
a Minuister of the Crown to do anything
which in the opinion of that Minister is not
in time best interests of the State. The Min-
ister would be perfectly justified in saying,
and.- I have no doubt would say, ''This
transfer you are asking me to register is for
a company," a~nd the limit may not exceed
half a million acres. The Minister can say,
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after the discussion which has taken place
in Parliament, that it is necessary for him
to make further inquiries, and that he must
he supplied with the information he wants
or he will refuse to register the transfer.
The Minister has the power under the Act
to refuse to approve of a transfer and that
power Lon he exercised strictly. 'Phis iun-
dquhtedly will be done until we mneet again
when we can submit a measure which will
settle this vexed question of pastoral leases
once and for all. The aiendnuent will cer-
tainly not have the effect of determining
this question. Yr venture to assert that if thle
amendmneut were passed in its present form
the only section of the community which
would b)eneft would be the profession to which
the menber for Kanowud (Mr. Walker) and
I belong. We could discuss the subject for
hours, and of course the community would
have to pay for it, but the ultimate benefit
to the State would be infinitesinal, Having
regard to the promise miade by the Preier,
it would he better to go into this question
thoroughly during the recess and to bring
down a k'ill next session to settle thle whole
question, I~n the -mneantime it nill be better
to leave the matter in the hands of the Mimr-
later to exercise to the full the powers he'
possesses. Aui infinite amount of harnm
might be done by the passqing of an amend-
meant of this kind which would possibly affeet,
those 4ron131ipaie that did possess rights.

Mr, h-I AlISON:- Has there been any
company of returned soldiers -formed sincev
tile Act was passed in 19.17, and has any
such conipany, if formed, acquired over amillion acres-? TI understand the Government
are, encouraging returned mni to collectively
take up pastoral areas. Should this amnend-
inent he pnssced what will he the effect of it

Onl such compaies!
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Y am not

aware of any body of soldiers having banded
theniselves together to form a company to
take up a million acres of pastoral land.

Mr. H-arrison: Will this amendmnent pre-
vent that!

lie ATTORNImY GENERAL: What. the
lion. member suggests might he done, but 'F
do not thinlk that a body of returned soldiers
would have sufficient business knowledge to
form themselves into a company of that kind
and then canrry onl the work of pastoralistsR.

Mir. Pilhiugton: Anyhiow, theY couldl not
do0 it if they wanted to.
*Thle ArTORN\EY GENERAL: That is so,

Mlr. PICERING: The amendment could
not bare hand the same consi deration as that
submitted by the Government, and from what
we gather from the Premier, it will not meect
the purpose that the Legislative Council de-
sires to effect. We would therefore be ill-
advised to accept it without very mature con-
sideration.

Mr. GUI EFITHS: It would be inadvis-
able for us to hastily pass an anuendumont of
this nature, particularly when we remeumber
what happened on the previous occasion. I
am satisfied to accept the assurance Of the

Premier that 'with the powers he already
possesses he will safeguard the position until
such time as something definite cam be sub-
mnitted to control thu operations of those
trusts which we believe exist, and whose
object is to try to acquire the whole of the
food and meat supplies of the world. We
should be quite justified in rejecting the
amendment. I will oppose it.

Hon. T. WALKER: I cannot quite under-
stand the enthusiasmn with which the motion
is received by the Country party. Those
members are taking assurances which, al-
though well meant, are not law and do net
bind anybody. The Premnier has promised us
that lie will watch to the utmost.

The Premier: A good promise is better
than a bad clause.

Hon. T. WALKER: A good promise is
iinerely a promise, whilst this clause is inot a
bad o ne. The Premier promised to watch the
situation anid carefully refuse to grant trans-
fers. of pastoral areas until we have more
satisfactory legislation. If a company is
lawfully formed, the Minister must act
reasonably and cannot irrationally refuse a
transfer,

The Attorney General: A Minister of the
Crown cannot be compelled to give reasonis.

Hon, T. WLE:If he persistently re-
fuses a transfer to a registered company
lawfully formed~ it will be irrational. What
the law authorises must be carried out by
the person administering the law.

The Premier: Why has the Minister dis-
cretionary power9

Hon. T. WALKER: To enable the 'Minis-
ter to exercise that discretion which protects
the State and protects the law.

The Premier: This clause will require a lot
of protection.
. Hon. T, WALKER: The Premier is there
to administer the law, and not to stand in
its way.

The 'Premier: flaw would it work in the
(ense of a gold mining lease?

Hon. TP. WALKER: That is an entirely
different question. Even with the small com-
bines wve have. had in the Commonwealth the
prices of all commodities, particularly of
meat, have been increased.

The Premier:. Through want of shipping.
N[on. TP. WALKER: No, not through that

alone, The bhen, memiber knows there is such
a thing as cornering supplies for the purpose
of keeping up prices. What will happen if
America gets her claws on our pastoral
countryl

The Premier: She cannot.
Efon. TP. WALKER: But she can. Her

agents are here now. What will happen? Oar
meant supplies will be sent wherever directed
by- the combine, and our people will have to
Iliy higher prices f or inferior classes of~
ment. The amendment sent us from another
place is a mocre secure safeguard than the
mnere promise of the Minister against the
darngers that threaten. I trust the Commit-
tee will accept the amendment.
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[I o'clock ani.]
The PREMr7ER.: I do not think the lion.

mlember is justified in asking the Committee
to believe that comlpallies are formed here to
control prices in the metropolitan area.
-\eaot has been available in the North-West
in large quantities during the last four years,
but ships have not been available to bring it
down. That is the sole cause of the high)
prices wre have hall. One of the objections I
have to thle amendment is that it provides
that no companies at all shall hlold pastoral
lousies.

lIon. T. Walker: Our rood supply is a
different thling.

TIhe PREMIER: What about the timber
companies?

ltool. T. Walker: The timiber company
has been a curse to the country.

The PREMIER: There is -a company of
workers with a mll1. Theiy have done1 a lot
of work and paid a lot of money in wages.
Mr. Laone Poole's idea seenms to be to make
people believe there is no timbher in the count-
try and that only fools have handled the
tiber in the past. Miller's have been cut
ti'ig for- the last 40 years and, according to
him, they know nothing about it. Mfillar's
have provided more employment and have
been of far more value t, tile State than
a gold mnin g company havn ing its office in
London. Yet the lion. "join her contends
there should not be & abilinatiou of persons
to develop phstoral property.

Ron. TP. Walker: One is dealing with our
food supply which is vital.

The PREM[ER: Ali(1 mather with the
roof under which we live. The lion, member
need not fear for the food suipply. No0 Con1-
pany could get its fingers onl any large area
of this State. A monopoly to ble successful
must get control of the lands of the sItate,
and no company would b~e perliiittod to get
possession of large areas of country.

,Mr. Johlnstkon: 'They are gutting posses-
sion of stations in the North now.

The PREMIER: To whic-l compuay does
the lion. member refer?

Mr. Johnston: Rubin 's.

The P'REMIERl: Mr. Thuhii al.. de a lot
of money out of pearling and busiess gener-'
ally and elected to pitt it into pastoral land.
He has not usedl his land to the detriment of'
the State or the people. 11 e ins used it
fairly, openly lnkd squarely as any other re-
spectable aind desirable pastoral lessee. Ble-
cause lie holds a million acres of lan--

Mqr. Johinstoni: MHoje than a. million, I.
think.

The PRH1,I-IEllR: [ 'Pm Dot think so. He
paid a good price for it. Ile is 'lot a (om-
pany; there are individuals with enouigh
mioney to take up large areas.

Honl. T. Walker: A single individual canl-
not monropolise.

The PEEMiTri:
object to tenl met,

Hon. 'I'. Walker:
are.

Does tle lion. mtermber
having a limited area?
it depends Onl who tllcy

The PREMIER: What about ten mem-
bers of this Mouse. What about the "'Hanl-
sard'' staff or the clerks? Tt would be ridi-
colous to say that a party of men shiall not
put their money together to work our pas-
total lands. No one manl could work the Kim-
berley counltry. Thfie soldiers in parties of
tonl or a dozen are taking upl pastoral leases.
Thiey have togo togeillrto protect themselves
against the niggers. There are 40 muilliont
acres of pastoral land aroutnd the freezing
works. Would the lion. member say there
should be no combination of men to work
that area? It would be absurd. If thle lion.
tnemiber asked thle Committee to provide that
no American company or no company eon-
trolled by the American meet trust should
take po~sessi of pastoral leases, there
would be something in it, but to penalliso our
own people because of a possible danger
would be qifte ivioug. The Act needs to be
amended, but this is tiot the way to ameond
it. I have hlung uip transfers which prob-
ably will net go tirongh. I. propose to ex-
ercise my power during the iiext six mnilthis
where the limit exceeds a million acres. The
Committee s1houl1 consider the liarn the
amendment will do0. We shoulid not for a
moment accept it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: We have 3earlled anl
extraordi nary position Ii regard to the limi-
tation of areas to hle held by pastoralists.
Alenbers uif hotil ilouses, practically agree
tllta something should be dlone and 75 per
enit, of tteil watnt it dlone to-day. I foil to

see why a satisfactory amendment has not
been dlrakfted since this nmeasure was intro-
duced. The fact that the Government in-
troduced a clallse shows that they recogitise
it is necessary something should hle dlone. The
acceptance of tlte Government's original
proposal would hoe better than nothing.
Members of another p~lacc withl big interests
in the pastoral industry state that Ameni-
ean companies are acquiring interests in the
North-West ad have dr-af ted these connte-
proposals to protect thle public.

The Premier: Yon know jolly well that
is not the reason at nil.

Mr. JOHINSTON: That is the reason
members in another place have given and
they are representative of the patorail in-
dustry.

The Premier There is nothing at ill in
tliat.

Mr. .TQIGNSTON: The Goveronment 's
original proposal commended itself to inc.
Now we have a proposal originating in nui.
other place. While T prefer the Premier's
first proposal, I World sooner accept the.
amendment of numher place than, do ladl-
ig.

The Premlier : Their p~roposal is really
ridliculous.

Mr. .TOIINSTON : But it shows a desiro
.on the part of Parliament to imeet a need for
reform which tio Premier reognises.

The Premier: That is not because thicro
are any monopolist conmpanies here.

Mr. JOHNSTON: We oight to do somle-
thing at once. T fail to see why the Pre-
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inier and Attorney Genera] could not have
drawn uip the necessary amendment to-day.
The dlay has been practically wasted.

The Premier: I have not wasted the day.
Mr. JOHNSTON: The House has been

suspended practically since 4.30,
The Premier: It would have been impos-

3iblo to draw up one clause iii the time.
Mr. JOHNSTON: The Attorney General

could have done it to our satisfaction in.
that time. Instead of having a direct liini*
tatiou. prescribed by law, we are asked to
accept the promise of the Premier to scru-
tinise every application personally,

Hon. T. Walker: He enhot arbitrarily
do that.

Mr. JOHNMSTON: L understand the Min-
ister cannot refuse a transfer if the lessee
has complied with the conditions.

The Premier:- I cant and have refused,
too.

Hon. T. Walker: You cannot arbitrarily
refuse your consent to what the law permits.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I was under the im-_pression that, if the parties were bona fide
and the conditions had been complied with,
the permissive power became mandatory.
Even if the Minister is going to prevent an
aggregation of big areas by refusing trans-
fers, there is a greater danger in the possible
formation of more companies. If half a
dozen lawyer's clerks requested a transfer
the Minister would grant it and, once a com-
pany is registered, there is no power to pre-
vent the controlling influence in that Com-
pany being transferred to a nominee of the
American mneat trust. If the Minister can
control the transfer of shares within these
companies when the Companies are formed
I shall be pleased to hear f rom him. Unless
he can control the transfer of shares I think
the Government would be wise, either to
accert the amendment of the Council or some
amendment on lines framed by a sub-commit-
tee. I am ]oth to suggest calling in the
services of the member for Canning, who
helped us out of a. difficulty in regard to pas-
toral interests on a previous occasion. When
he (lid so, and after using a great deal of
tact in getting many conflicting interests to-
getber and arriving at a compromise, be not
only got no thanks but found the task a very
ungrateful one. I suggest, however, that a
sub-committee Consisting of the member for
Kanowna, the member for Canning, and the
Attorney General should be appointed to con-
sider this amendment and put it into proper
shape with a view to meeting- the wishes of
another rlace. I suggest-

The Premier: I will not take any notice
of it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: This committee could
deal with the question of putting on the
statute-book the desires expressed by the Gov-
eranment in the Bill as originally introduced,
namely, to limit the area of pastoral leases
held by certain Corporations.

The PREMIER: I hope hon. members will
not listen to the member for Williams-Mar-
rogin. We have more than one way of hand-

ling this situation. The pastoral leases have
to be classified and rents will have to be ad-
justed, and that will not be done within 12
months from now.

Mr. Pickering: You will not permit trans-
fers?

The PREMIER: Yes, within certain limits,
but not transfers that 1 think would tend to
the aggregation of holdings. There are ninny
dangers which have to be met. We have to
nmeet the question of the cornering of meat,
and the taking of this article of food, which
ought to be used by our own people. That
situation has to be met by legislation. This
amendment of the Council will -not rrotect us
in the slightest degree. t simply says that
our own people cannot come togethler and
work the land. I know the position can be
safeguarded without this clause. We must
not tinker with the 240 million acres of land
that are held by a great number of people,
and whose securities are affected every time
we have such a discussion as this, Something
will have to be done, and something will
be done, but I hope the Committee will re-
fuse to accept this amendment.

Mr. LUTEY: I regret that the Government
did *not carry their original clause. It was
clear and acceptable to most of us, Doubts,
however, were created by the legal members
of this Chamber and it was thrown out. The
father of this amendment was Mr. Holmes,
a. man interested in pastoral areas and one
who must know what be is talking about.
Whether the amendment will meet the situ-
ation or not I do not know, bnt I think the
suggestion of the member for Williams-Narro-
Gin, that a sub-commnittee of this House be
appointed to draft another amendment which
would be acceptable to both Houses, might be
the best way of dealing with the situation.
There is a danger from the American meat
trusts. I am informed that there are agents
in Western Australia, representing Vestey
Bros. and others. Whether the Premier can
safeguard the interests of the State by not
granting leases to these people remains to be
seen. Such people would probably have dum-
mics, rnd would be able to hide their trans-
actions.

The Premier: We will legislate so that
they shall not have their leases, but in this
case it is our own people who will be affected.

Mr. 'LUTEY: I regret that the Govern-
ment did not stick to the clause as it was
originally introduced. The Returned Soldiers'
Association have distributed a pamphlet
urging that 20 million acres of pastoral land
should be made available in the Murchison
district to be cut uip into 1,000 stations of
20,000 acres for returned soldiers. They
state that each of these stations would carry
1,160 to 1,200 ewes, and that time income re-
sulting from lambs and wool would amount
to £600 or £800 per annum, The assoeiatio '
complain that the farms on which soldiers are
being settled cost them an average of £2 149.
per acre, on the basis of which price the sol-
diers will find it almost impossible to succeed.
I hope that even at this late hour something

2063
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will be done to put the Council 's clause into
proper shape.

Honl. T. WALKER: I have listened to the
debate in the hope of discovering some solid
reason for helping the Government to reject
the new clause, but I have heard none. The
need for amendment of the Act has been ob-
vious since 1917, and the Attorney General
must be conscious of the imperfections and
dangers of the measure. Ministers admit
there is a gap in this Bill, but they arc wvill-
ing to leave the hiatus for six months, when
they say they will give the public tIhe protec-
tion that is needed. We trust Ministers as
honourable men, but the road to hell is paved
wvith good intentions, and we always prefer
the written word to the spoken. Since the
Government's clause was withdrawn the other
night, baa not the Attorney General had op-
portunity, with the assistance of the Parlia-
mentary draftsman, to frame a clause that
will meet the situation? The Council'Is
amendment at all events is an honest attempt
to deal with the difficulty. I want to expose
the sophism of the Premier when he ridiculed
the idea of companies not being able to ef-
fectively work the land. We know well that
companies do not get hold of land for work-
ing purposes; it is the product of the land
that they want to manipulate and nianage.
Companies are formed to take the proceeds.
We know what these companies mean when
they get hold of the sheep and cattle supplies
of the world. They manipulate the meat sup-
ply of the world and become a menace to the
world'Is welfare.

Mr. HOLMAN: I cannot understand why
this amendment was sent down; I hove never
before heard of a" amendment the olbject oft
which wvas to prevent any company, local or
foreign, from becoming a lessee of the lands
of the State. Why has this been dlone? Do
those who were responsible for the amend-
ment require a monopoly of the land for
themselves? It is my intention to oppose the
amendment sent to us by another place. We
should encourage local syndicates or
companies to take up land in West-
ern Australia. If we attemplt to de-
stroy these companies we destroy our-
selves. If it is desired to prevent
people like Vesteys getting a hold in the
State, I am out to assist, but in the amiend-
ment before us there seems to he a veiled
motive behind it, and I would like to know
what it is. I agree with the Government in
opposing the amendment. I am pleased to
know they have taken a firm stand. Why
should we prevent any section of the people
from taking up pastoral lands?

[2 o'lock a.m.]

The Honorary Minister: To follow it to its
logical conclusion we must break np all corn-
panies.

Mr. HOLMAN: The amendment contains
an incredible proposition. I should like to
see all pastoral lands taken up and used to
their full capacity. This can nmever conme

about without the formation of small local
companies. I cannot understand why we
should be asked to penalise snmall companies
formed since 1917. No individual returned
soldier can hope to take up pastoral land and
stock it; but, banded together in companies,
the soldiers could do it with nmost successful
results. As showing what the individual sol-
dier would be up against, let us cQnsider what
the very fences would cost.

Mr. Johnston: Over £80 a mile in the
South-West. - Whtcaeewudni-

Mr. HOLMAN: Wa hnewuda n
dividual soldier have of building a ring
fence round half a nillion acres at such a
price, to say nothing of his dividing fences?
I an, told that an lie,,. menmber proposes to
move a modification onl the Council's amend-
nment. 1 shall wait until I1 hear it before I
say whether or not I will support it. But it
is my intention to oppose the amendment
sent from another place.

Mr. ROCKE: It is generally agreed that
the amendment from another place is ex-
tremely dangerous. I inove a modification Om,
the Council's amendment-

That all the words after ''Act'' in line
1 be struck out and the following inserted
in lieu:-'' (I ) Notwithstanding anything
contained in the principal Act, or in any
Act amending the same, time Minister muar
in his absolute discretion refuse to ap-_
prove of the transfer of any Crown lands
under Part X of the principal Act to any
company ieeo-porated after thme passing of
this Act.' (2) For tlhe purpose of this sec-
tion the Minister inmay require any direc-
tor, sh~areholder or officer of any such-
comipany to make one or inoe statutoryv
declaration~s containing su~ch informationl
as the Minister deemis necessary to enable
the Minister to exercise his discretion as
aforesaid.''

Thmis imodification will overcome a very ob-
viol's difficulty. Under it the Minis-
ter will be given fel~l con trol and if
a director or shareholder does not
supply him with sufficient information
he will have power to call upon any officer
of the company to supply him with any In-
formation he may deem necessary.

Mr. I'JCKERING: I ami of opinion that
these hastily considered amendmnents, are not
likely to ensure sound legislation. "' Hall-
sad'' shows that the MXinister for Lands,
in moving the second reading of the Bill of
1917, said-

Prior to the year 1898 all the land laws
of Western Australia w-ere provided by
regulation, except as regards the pranting
of homnestead leases, for which there was
an Act. In 1808 the first Land, Act was
introduced into the Parliament of this
State in- the late Ho,,. G. Thirossell, as

- Minister for Lainds. Since that date there
have been tenl amending Acts. Thus, we
now have, besides the principal Act, no
less than ten measures dealinm with the
questions of land settlement in! land ten-
lire. That fact makes it highly difficult
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in these days to follow a Bill amending
the preceding Acts.

There haes been a great deal of land legisla-
tion in this State, and the more hastily we
deal with this legislation the more occasion
wvill there be for amending it later. I
think the modification of the amendment is
very arbitrary indeed. It gives the Minister
a great dleal of power. Still it will go a long
way towards meeting the objections raised
by the member for Williams-Narrogin. It
is liy sincere desire that the utmost protec-
tion should be afforded in respect of any-
thing this State is capable of producing.
The interests of the Empire should be safe-
guarded. If there is a choice between the
two evils, I prefer the amendment as modi-
fied by the member for South Fremantle.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Gould not the modihica-
tion be carried a little further? It will
moot objections in regard to the transfer of
land, but the crux of the matter is the traas-
for of shares in pastoral companies after
they have been registered. If a number of
companies are formed, there is nothing to
prevent the shares in those several companies
passing into the hands of the American meat
trust. If the same declarations were re-
quired, the Goverment would have absolute
control over the monopolies to which so much
reference haes been made in another place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It woeld
not be easy to draft an amendment now to
meet all the difficulties which might arise.
I think an amendment of the Companies Act
would be necessary 'because, under the Com-
panies Act, all shares are transferable. 1
am not prepared to draft an amendment of
this nature at the moment. It would not be
fair to the House or to the public. If we
give the Minister the power, that is the best
way to meet the difficulty at present.

Mr. GRIFFITHS. I protest against deal-
ing with the amendment at this hour of the
morning. Members are not sufficiently clear-
headed to see all the pitfalls. I. very much
mistrust the action of the gentleman who is
the father of the Council's ameadment. In
1917 I voted in the small hours of the morn-
ing for a thiag I have regretted ever since.

Amendment put and passed; the Council's
annednent as amended agreed to.

jThe Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Resolution reported, the report adopted
amid a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

~Sitting mupended froft 325 to 3.40 na.

13.l:L-L ANT) ACT AMENDMENT.
Council Is Message.

Message received from the Council noti-
fying that it hail agreed to the modifications
nm-nde by the Assembly.

BILLS (8)-.ETURNED PROM
THE COUNCIL.

1, Apprfopriation.
2, Loan, £Z3,339,000.
3,? Parliamentary Allowances Act Amend-

meet.
Without amendnent.

ADJOURNMENT-CLOSE, OF
SESSION.

Complimentary Remarks.

The PREIER (Hon. J. Mitchell-Nor-
them) L3.42 a.m.]:. I move--

That the House at its rising adjourn
until the 3rd January, 1920.

Before we part may I congratulate iyeu,
Sir, on the work of the session. I suppose
there never has been a session where mew-
bers have devoted themselves so whole-
heartedly to the work and business of the
House. We have Diet for over four months,
and during time whole of that time we were
engaged in earnest attention to the business
brought before us. We have passed a record
number of Bills, and in many ways the
session, tns been a record. The work of the
Rouse lias been pleasant, after we got rid
of the first ito-confidence motion, by which
we also established a record, there being
only two speeches, one on the other side of
the House, one on this side, and then the
vote. I am gratef ul to the 35 nmembera
sitting on this side of the House, and] to the
15 sitting on the other side of the House.
The session has been a hard-working
one, but the work has been pleas-
ant. Everyone has been perfectly
friendly and helpf ul, and has done
his level best in the interests of the country.
I n-ant to offer my thanks to the officers of
the House, the Cflerks, and the mnembers of
the "Hansard'' staff, and the staff gener-
ally. We are approaching the festive season,
and before I sit down I wish you, Mr.
Speaker, the members of the House, and the
staff a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Hon. T. WVALIKER (Kanowas.) [3.451.: it
the absence of the leader of the Opposition,
and in the absence of the member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) through a sad
bereavement which I very much 'regret, and
feel that every member in the House will
also regret, I desire to say a few words.
I deem it my duty to echo the sentiments
expressed by the Premier to you, Sir, at
this approaching season of festivity, and in
grateful recognition of all the manifold
kindnesses which have been offered by you
not only to members on the Government side
of the House but on this side of the House,
as well as to the clerks andi messengers, and
the officers of this Assembly. After a long
acquaintance with you, having been asso-
ciated with you when you were, as I may
say, in genuine harness, and havling a dis-
tinct recollection tingling in my ears to-
night ot the time when this Chamber re-
sounded with the high flights of your natural
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oratory, I see you now as the guardian of
our liberties, preserver of our rights and the
first comnller in the laud, which is a fitting
climax to a long and pleasant association
with you, Sir, within the precincts of these
halls. I sometimes wonder if the old times
or these timevs are better. There was a time
when every member taking his seat in the
Rouse had a preliminary thrill of expecta-
tion of what was going to happen before
the night was over, and when these galleries
were filled by persons showing their interest
iii the doings of sad the speeches by their
representatives here. We have had nothing
but kindly feelings shown throughout the
session which has just closed. I do not
know whether it augurs for good altogether.
I am one of those who firmly believes in the
contest of thought by which the edge of
wisdom is brightened. It is not by rushing
Bills through the House that the country
can advance and improve. I say this without
any reflection upon the nature of the legisla-
tion of this session. I believe that if we can
get the real genuine spirit of earnestness in
our hearts, so that our tongue, produces truly
what is in our hopes and desires for the bet-
teranent of the land, the people at large will
be more sympathetic to its. But I am greatly
afraid that wre are getting our institutions
too machine-like, too lifeless, too formal,
lacking a good deal of that soul which ani-
mated the past. I may be wrong in that.
IUt may be that I am ageing and looking to
the Arcadia of bygone dlays for the wishes
of nay life. But certainly the good feeling
that has existed in all parts of the House
this session has been a genuine pleasure to
me. There may have been banter; there mnay
have been A few crossings of swords; there
may have been a few words uttered that
for the moment have been like stings, but
they have left no wound. There is nothing
to make us feel sad or to regret our associa-
tion with each other. In that respect, the
past session has been one of the best. I
venture to say a good deal of that happy
result is due to you, Sir. Mr. Speaker, by
his large comnaonsense view of things, by has
knowledge of members, by his aptitude for
appreciating thu strength aud weakness alike
of lion, members, can create the very atmos-
phere of the Chamber in which hie presides.
Re con so direct the business and] proceed-
ings that they shall eventuate with the least
possible friction. T think that has been ax-
emplified during tine past session. Asi for
the officers of the H-ouse, no one could wvish
to be better served or more kindly and eon-
sidarately treated than we have been treated
by those gentlemen dluring the past session.
I hope our future relations will be as pleas
ant, and I echo sincerely the wish that you
and all concerned in the management of this
great institution may have a genuinely 21cr-
ry Christmas and a Happy New Year and
that you and all of them may be long pre-
served to continue your useful services to
your country and to preserve that dignity
and high standing which a House represenit-
ing the people should have.

Mr, STUB1ES (Wagin) [3.54]: May I1 ex-
press to you, Sir, my best thanks for the great
assistance you have rendered to Inc in my en-
deavour to maintain may position as Chairman
of Committees, and also my best thanks to
lion, in embers for the courtesy and kindness
they have extended to mne daring the session.
I venture to say that no more honourable
50 miembers- of Parliament could be banded
together in any part of the world. I say also
there is no hion. member in the Chamber who
could not have put miore money into his
pocket by attending to his own private bus-
iness. I think this State is to be congratu-
lated on having a set of maen who have sacri-
ficed so much in the interests of the State.
ft has been one of the most pleasant sessions
I have had during 13 years in Parliament.
To the officers of the Hlouse I say I feel
sure that Western Australia is fortunate in
having such capable anon to assist in the
undnet of the lionuse. I wish you, Sir, and

your family a Mferry Christiias and a Happy
New Year.

Mr. R1ARRISON (Avon) [3855]: 1 wish
to support what the Premier and the mem-
ber for Kanowna, (Mr. Walker) have said
in regard to yourself, Sir, and the courtesy
you have shown, and to add my regrets to
those of the member for Kanowna in re-
spect of the bereavement which has over-
taken the member for North-East Fremuantle
(Mr. Angu'iu). We all recognise that the
member for .\Torth-East Promantle is a solid,
earnest worker in the interests of the State,
a nd I. wish to endorse the sympathy ex-
pressed with him by the mnember for Kan-
owna. I hope the State will reach that
prosperity which we all desire and I trust
the wxork of the session will make to that
end.

Mr. SPEAKER [8.56]: I thank you all
for time kindly sentiments you have expressed
regarding me. I do nut know that I wholly
dleserve thm. I could not preserve decorum
iii this Chamber unless I had your support.
W'hatever I have done, in respect of parties,
J know nonle. I have endeavoured to treat
all inenihers on the same footing. If I have
failed in this, it is not my fault. I am
pleased to hear from what -you have said
to-night that the decorum of the Chamber
has been fully maintained. We have had
dluring the1 session less trouble in our Par-
liamnent than has been experienced in any
other Parliament of the Commonwenith.
ThaLt las niot been wholly due to myself. It
is due largely to lion. members, who have
assisted ate to carry out my duties as
Speaker, presiding over this august body.
I have done my best. I have trie4 to do
what I thought was the proper thing. I
amn pleased to lcnnov from what I have heard
to-night that I have in a large degree ac-
crinmJihl tihat. The member for Wanowna
(MA-r. W%.alker) reminded ame of a time some
-rears a go. It brought back pleasant mem-
ories. however, in my position here as
Speaker it does not count. The day may
come when I shall be again on the floor of
the House. If so, I hope I shall stand advo-
enting those principles whvich appeal to me.
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Al though perhnap n iy advocacy will be less
vigorous thani it was in years gone by, still
1, will endeavour to do my best is' that par-
ticular. I titanic those who have spoken for
their kindly remarks in regard not only to
my13self but to the officers of the House for
the work thiey have done. We have had a
long and strenuous session; we havro com-
pleted a very large volumei of work. I do
not think that in the history of the State so
large a volunke of work tias previously been
cnmp reseed into one session with so little
discord. I hope the dignity of this Chambier
will be manintained aleays. Let mec thank
the Chairman of Conmiiittees, the Clerks
of the 1{ouse, the members of thre
"Hansard"' staff and the messengers, to-

gether with the Sergeant at Arins, for the
efficiency with which they have carried out
their duties. The Sergen t A Armis lis a

very hard row to hoe. Fortunately for him
hie has not this session been called upon to
render any very strenuons service. I thank
hon. members for their congratulations on
the little success I have been able to achieve,
and in this direction I would say that this
would not have been possible but for the
assistance and support that I have received[
from tine officers of the House. I hope hon.
m~~lember will enjoy the respite from their
labours and that they will return with fresh
;-igouir and strength and he prepared at a
later date to give of their best for the con-
stituencies they represent. [ again thank
lion. nmenmbers for their kind references to
n.-self, and I wish all the compliments of
the season.

Howse adjourned at 4.8 am. (Sat urday).

Parlianient was prorogued to the 17th February, 1920. by Proclamnation issued in
thse Ooveramnt t0azatie published on Friday, 19thi Deecmber, 1919.
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